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THE LAND GRABBERS LAW;
173 PERATION IN HENRICO

e

Ed[l.or of The Ttmna-Dtsp.\Lch

Bir,—Your paper contnues Lo publish
harrowling tales aboul!the shometul do-
in Henrloo
county, the lotest belng i enge rofoted in
lasuey mbout how Mrs

S Mary. W, Bims dld not pily lier taxes for

2000 and. the ‘land-grabbors!' have =se-

Courgd & deed for It and she Knew nothing

about it unthl/ they had it Surely IHen-

" *yizo must have had tho slackest people
iabout paying thelr toxes and the sliaek="

est treasurer uboub entlecting | La:

[ "cotumns Lhe Collowing questlons:

ps L 0f
Jn the Stata, I would ke
for. some’ ol vour Henrico
for me through your

ANy county
very  much
readers to answer

{305 Why i8 it:thit! so many. trocts of
qind In Henrlea hova been roturned de-

SRS z
the requirements sof this:law, and thelr
fullure~ 1o recogniza, that jtoIs upernted
by persons who' aro thoroup,hly adyised
us lo thelr rlghis And: \vho ure Laking
eyvery ndvantiga, of If. 3urpn.s.-,sﬂ.f comprc-
henslon,

In proaf of this it Ia aald/ that more
tux decds have been exeeyited In Fenrleo,
where personal’ gervite s hos  heen mady
npon the partles, than whern nolh.o wus
not required,

The correspondent. assumes In hls Lifth
Inrglry that inotice is’ rqm:lrcﬁ 1ol ba
glven In o every: r,usc {AWe have  shown
that prior to April 2, 19&. pelsmml no=
{ice was not refquired at’ trensurer's snles,
andLise? the Blmis enre was ane of (hode.
As to the comﬂvnncc ‘of the ofllcery und
Skind-grabbers) Cthls ense does il wir-

‘1nquent nnd  sald, “wlen ‘the peoplo to

whom such land ! belonged llve  in sald rant such:a bellef. "Iha records show that
county, or have tcnants living on the ’n\-eu step was regulirly tnken ond that
fand in’ the county, and it/ ls the auty ‘the clerk of the eourt refused In stmilir
of the' treasurer, beford he can return |cases to execute o deed until compelled
any land as dellnguent, lo levy on the | hy mandamus,

porsnnﬂl property af tho owner or len-

“ant, or sell timber or rent out the land, to

“oath required by

1 PRy tho taxes!

‘2 How could  the treasuver moka the

Jw und return theso

Jtaxes’ wd delinguent?

Jeroguired’ oalh.

iaxed

‘And oven If tho trcl\surm made  the'
how | did the beavd of
supervisors adlow him o eredliy for sueh
réporied dellnquent | when 1hey
must have known that il he had executed
the Tuw | the laxes could “have been col-
lected?

4. How s it thit so many peopla in
Henrleo, afler all the warning that the
Breat hue and ery. oo 1555 and 1880 aver
the land-grabbers’ low mave them, have
been 2o, very careless ng not Lo pu'}r their
Agxes und allow ‘their lind to be sold

i

i for taxes?

{ lands are sold for

Cifective and  mu

“always the resik”

U6, And how is It Lhat, even after thelr
LLXEes, S0 milny peoplo
are losing  thelr Jund  ond apparently
‘know nothing abput it untll tho Liandl ds

gone? All tho liws provide. thal, eyven
if the tnxes are dellagquent, that o
Hand-grabber" shall not pger the land
until the land-owner ' hos beent  duly
notifled of his danger and glven an op-
portunity  to redeim T Is it
possible  that ‘there [s connlvance

between the. oficers and. {lie **
bere,’”” and that.the people are not give
tho notlee that they entitled to?

~The “land-grabbers’ " law {s nol per-
fect, and probably something equally ef-
equltable might  be
‘substituted for Jt; Lut, after all, are not
the hardships which nri-n unider {t"almost
either the 'negll-

gence of officers ‘w{(lrn to do their duty,

,or  the carciessness of
. generally bLoth?
“'Henrlco: man

‘proper to state thot there are more. tracts”

Lo tax-payer—

would ‘dnswer Lhésa: glies-
I >

tiona,

Franklin, Va.

In answer to the first inquiry, It 15

of land returned delinquent In Henrico
county, than perhaps |p uny other couns
ty in the Commonwealth, because thare
are adjocent to ‘the elly of LRichmond
hundreds of town lots which are owned
by non-resldents that are vacant land,
and that there are nn means of collecting
thesa taxea by tae tressurer, and. that
it the Btate {s to recelve them, It must
do so by retalning a llen on the props
crty, Thero are also largo numbers. of
iracle of land in the county thot are
tenantless and (imberless, This answers
hla socond und third Inqulry,

As 1o Ws fourth lnquiry, It s a malter
of astonishment with thoss persons who
ere charged whth the sdminlstratlon of
the collectlon of laxes, how so. many
peeple, “after all the worpnlng that the
prear hue and ecy of 1595 and 1880 over
1the ‘land-grabbers liw! v them, thit
Ahgy should be s0 earel
their taxes,” and thele

as not o pay |
(1]

indifferenco

o
a

Watch Qui
of Order?

Drop in our store, and
let us examine it, We are
sure that we ean put it in
first-cluss runniug condi-
tion—innke it keep excel-
lent time! Wa are experts
on waltelies, and ought to
know wll about them!

We are Watel Tnspec-
{ors for fonr railronds—
the (1 & O, Southorn, S,
AT anl N, & W.—but
we would not have been
mude Ingpectors hy these
great roads i we didn’t
know all abont watehes!

J. 7, #llan & Co.,

14th and Maln Sts,'

{
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1 would bo glad if 'some "

As to the foets In the case of Mary W
Sims, the 'wriler knows nothing. of tho
abillty 'of  the! treasurer. (o collecl her
taxes  when they wera ecurrent. The
records show! thut on the' 21st day of
Beplember, 1001 thirteen 'months nfter
ner tnxes werp ossessable,
presented al 1lsl of delinquent lundsa,
which embraced her Lraet, which llat
wis sworn to by thes treasuror’ nnd his
deputles ns to thelr Inubillty to. collect:
tho 'taxes - therein  embroced; that the
list wes examinad by-the hoard of super-

vlsors: and duly sworn to Ly them, and
then presented to the cotirt: and. by the
cottrt certlfiod to the auditor s torvect;
and the st wos 'duly: reco
ufter advertging by ‘the L it
was offered for sale nand pun iy
an Individual anthe=13th day of 'I -
wry 1002; that such) sals was reported to
tho ‘ecourt, and .no caouse shown pgoulist

i, and (he report ‘wis conflrmed and
recorded, Phat on the S$0th doay of Jonw-
ary, 1M, four years after the taxes wero
it sable, o deed was executeil to Lhe
prre and only oxocuated after the
clorle hnd foreed the lamil-grabbers Into
tho Court of Appenls, nnd the court hied
declded thal notles was not reruired,
The record of these procesdings regulurly
had wers open to the Inspection of tho
publle ot pll times.

It Is falr to assuma that

I Mrs,. 8hos

had pald her tax ehe woulid pot have
fovgotten jto nnd that 1f It had! been
collected by distress of her tennnt, ghe

would Miewlse have known It. As nelther
wis the guse, should she not have known
thot her taxes were due, and if afler
four yenrs,  of ucglect of this  matter,
gha finds o deed cxecuted to hor prop-
orty, when' an foquiry within thls tmp
ot tho proper ofllee, elther In
by letter, sho could hove known | the
faets and =aved her property, who 1:1 Lo
blamo?

CInc 1884 the dencral Assembly pruvlllr‘('l
for tha s=ole of dellnguent 'Innds,  corme-
menclng with the veor 1865, whilch, un fo
that tlme, had boen postponed,  ‘The ngl-
tatlon caused by (his jegiglotlon cansed
the General ‘Assembly to rolense all of
thoese tnxes thal had bheen nsspssad, prior
Lo 1870.«+The right to pass such o bill
was not contested, and It led noogr
many people’ o bellave that by the fail-
ure’ te poy thelr taxes thol abt sor
subsequent thme this! choractor of le
tntion would barepeatod.  In this
have been disappointed.

Jhe decislons of the Court of Appenls,
prior to tho term of the present court
had. uniformly been agalnst tox deods,
ind they wera anpulled upon the lepst
pretext,  The  pro court, howoever,
has reversed tho rulings of s prede-
cegabr, and 0 thelr declslons hilvo shown
i determination (o uphold’ tax dewds
where the proceedings haye booan regu-
lar, which glves to these depds vialldity,
Le will be seen al onee thot (ho onforen-
my af the len for taxes b o serlons
mitter o porsons who have falled to
pay thele waxes, and Aot unless they glve

Do thega matters guoh onve ns they wonld

e, then,
must pullor

In the ordinary. affules
ovidently, the result s,
the gopeenueneed.

Commlegioners of (he revenue arn rn-
pauinad on o the 18t of Febrgary of cinely
Lyonr 1o comupenies to  asetvtaln inoall
Tands i thele county, anid the persond to
whinn the same are chargenble with the
11N CH,

On Ane completlon of his land book, §
enpy I turndabed the tredsurer
Iy dopa I the ncontha of Augnst
Foptember und upon receipt of
3 the treasurer beging the co
s o[ tha taxes, He s nat authoriaed
in tp eollept by distness, until pr-

o dwp day of Deécember, and on
that oy to all bllls remoning uppald,
thero e ndded o pennldty of & per cent.
e Iy given large powera (oo Lhe eolloc
Wone af ot Ve, and Dy duties dre
correctly slated: lnac formaor commuanlen-
Lo o aur correspopdoegt

After the 15Lh oy of June,

| fHteen monihsg pfls

of
they

following,
Lho lands

o hoe reports such of thim

blo {0 eolleet,  which st

7 ifhed by his ondll und thut
ol Bl deputles, as o his insinlity 1o cols
et tpe taxdy,  Thid st s exuamingd
ped sepified by the eaths of tho supers

wioers, and 1L ls fhen transmitted o Lk
Loy exambgation und approval, he
sorg and the court arg dauthorized
ko from the Jlst any  ract or
5 of lands, which, in their pplnion,
donave heen eollected, and the trepe-
Lecopes churgenble with the taxes

urey

the trensurer

peraan. br,

nn those #o attickon fro fathe st iy
ebprt belng  eitlafled Wit the correct
hess of (he st certitiva it to tho hlls
ditor and upon g certiflention of Lha
1igl, the land becomes delliguent, nnd the
tmmonwenith procreds Lo enforen her,
Heofi tor tha Inl'{ln's 1

A copy of Lhe 1S
twnvmiﬁr withln thiety doys, ehd he ads
verllsoy (e land fof ealo i tha  matis)
nup presereibed by i, which ls by prints
ed’ Nstn posted it Lhe courtholss ooty

and b/ five publle. plices In ench migs
jaterlall district In - tha coulily ind by
genopil élreulilibi; and the ahle usually
higihs allthe Dacanibet terin of the eoutrt
and continutal uhiil completed. ‘Ehis eiila
Lithkad place bho yenp ond ten tontha il
Lo L fiikes bacome arspasahle, niy pors
ton biddiig Lhe nmotnt of (he taxes ho-
abiies Lo purehoser of the lihd, nhd It
no! perach Lida Lhoreon, the Innd 1 atruel
dowh (o tha, nuditer for tha benefll ot
tie Stita ind eolnty, und )t L cohtinues
(o be | delingient  fbP I Bubsoquant, yenrs,
Lhe pame |8 not agaln offerad for atle,
unless redeetied and agdln delinquent, 11

purehnsed by an] individyal, two' yoars
tiusl ehipaa baloke i ‘tdeed! dan Lo modo
tn the purchiser,  No notiee of Lhe aile
Lo ihaividinls, | however, was reliuired to
Lte plven the ownor, sive In the manner
ahove Indieated, until thé puasnge of an
aol af the Leglsloturo - nppraved  April
o, 003, which was poassed al tho Ine
glinee  af thae Honorablo Julian Bryant
of Ilsnrico county.

This  mode of purchasing lands  tor
taxes without notice had been the law
of this Commonwealth for mory than ong
hall eentury, dand every tax dewd oxe-
cuted prior to the acl of the Leglsia-
tire of  March 6, 158, waa mnde under
thia ‘form of procecdiire,

The sale s reported to tne court, nnd
\f found ' eorrect, confivined and record-
ed In o' ook kepl for the purposo. It
will 'be noliced that such o deed cannol
be execeuted, untll teh explrallon of Lhree
vourd and ten monthy from the time the
taxes beonme: ossessablo

“Land prabbors | act''—After tha land
has been offered for sale by the ireas-
urer, and'no person bld thereon, they are
atrleken down te the nudltor a4 above
stated, nnd Lhere 18 nolsubsequent offor:
Ing ol these landy stelcken down to the
audllor; 'but the laxes, conhstitute a’ llen
on the lund, nnd the llen embraces all
taxes gubsequently acerulng.

2'Ho Leglsluiure In March, 180l provided
thint, ‘nfler ) the explration of 'two yuars,
from the snle to the auvdilor, an apple-
tion might’ bo ‘filed in Lho clerk’s offlee
for Lhe purchase of these lands, and that
upon the payment. of thae tuxes Lthereon,
ind witlout a motlee to Lhe owner, o deed
shotld  be execuled therelor, this aet
wae  Lhe orlginal of what 1s'gvnnl‘l!1)‘
lknown na tho land-grabbers low."

It was gubsequenily umended, by re-
guirlng notlen to be glvep to the owner,
and then io the trustess nnd beneticlaried
in deeds of trust, and further by ullow-
[ng four months'in which lo redeem the
land nfter the service of notlee, and al-
Inwing o penalty’ of §5' to the applicant
If redeemed by’ the owner. Thiz leglala-
tion ‘coused numerous applications to he
filed for the purehiso of thesd lands, and
theie wns great a.otlvity LMong ‘pcr-aoml
desiring Lo/ pur

At Lha! nextigas
it was pmended’ by mﬂuclng Aleiminimum:
panalty, to §2; nl‘ld Lhus‘wns retired Tfrom
thao field o Inl[{e ‘number of applicanis,
who, would not take the trouble of flling
these applicatlons for o §2 penalty, At
this polnt muany of the persons engoged
in the fillng of applleations resorted to
purchasing  the Innds at sales made by
the treasurer, for the reison that at that
time no notice was required to be given

of ! these sales, 'and (o the esounty  of
Henvleo A greot' meny  purchoscs wore
made, 1

Before Lhe explration of two years

from Lhe duto of Lhelr purchases, Lhe act
of Aprllt g 1E above relorved) to, oy
passed. In Henrico | thdy lithd, gribbers
mode application Lo Rlr. W .LLl{i!]L clerk of
tho courk, Lo execute deeds for the linds
so: purchused: by theni'at treusurar's sales:
the clerk decllned to/executs these deeds
beenuse the Legisiature had regulred no-
ilea tn bo'given of the sales al the treas-
urer's ofllee, ns well ns of applications
filed In the elerk's affice. The:purchas-
erg,” however, [nslated (ol Inssmuch o=
tho purchises were made prige to the
act af  April 9,182, requiring  noties,
that/ the legislation was retroactive, and,
therefore, nol applicable o them. ' The
clerk gl declning Lo execute the deaeds,
an. applieation was made to the Bupreme
Court of Appenls for a mandamus {o 2om-
pel him ot execute thom, and the court
awarded ngalnst the elerk a peremptory
mandamus, haolding that the aet of the
Legislature was invnlid ns to all =alea
miugle provious to ifa passpge, and under
”'I:tlf. declslon the clerk was comprlled - to
act,
It will thns be seen that there arTe two
modes: of purchasing lapds for ‘taxes;

Tirgt—nt tho tre rar's gnle, of ‘which
persannl notlen wis nol remiired 1o bo
glven the awner nrine (o April 21902,

Socond—Ry  application. filed  in. the
clerk’s offiro for those Iande’ purchngad
hv the anditar nt the (reasurer’s  =ale,
And whieh tho awner hns not redeemes
within twn yeara after the sale, and at wil
alan be unticed thal In neo avent ean f
dAeed Lo pvepitted for Innds nurehagen for
taxeg under three venrs and ton months
after the {aves warn peeassphla’ o and
when the anpollention s i tha clerk's nf-
Tiof o then the dead ennnnt ha exnented
nndar &l years avd dwa manthe and that
the pwnar al the land haes thie length af
time in which ta profent himeelf,

Property Transfers.

Richmond: mmett W, Gates to Alonzo
AL e, 10 2410 Teol on the enst 8ldo
of  Lesior 8 ;o4 RkR-1E feet wost ol
Denny Streer, 5185,

L, Kelley, specia] aominissloner, to
James Doly, 21 1-4 feel on the north side
ol Lester Street, 1 feob cust of Ash Hireer,

T0d,

L. P, Kuhn and wife (o William IMlem-
ing, 80 feel on the norih sldo of Tlanover
HL[“"‘[ 115 7-12 foot west of Meadow Sireot,

which pa |

5,000,

Henrleo: '\’Il;*{nlur: Bossloux and wife lo
Ann 1By wife of Bugene Hosslenx, Bl lent
o tha aorth slide of O Strect, 38 feot woest
af Whirty-third Stroet, 00,

Emma T Curter's’ trustop TR
Balloy, 0 rfeet an the north sida of Wond
;ll.l_or‘t. subject ‘lo deed of trust for §i4,

Johm' . Cooke's executrix and devisen
to John Poilero, 30 raol on the north slde

to

of Ashlani Street,

. R, Childress 'uul wifo to Melvir
Anderson, 1 aere between  Central  and
Charles Cltly Roads, 85,

"=

Hamuo to James Lo Hridgewater, 25 ac
near Gontrol Hond, 100,

me to Richord Byoord,
Road, §100.

Tax Tile Compiany of  Richmond 1o

Indinpa Tabb, 25 feet nn the west side of |
lhl|1\'-ruu] the Bireet, between O and- 1?

Hireet,

John 1. Gayle, speclal commisgioner, lo
CEUCTL pruner, 47 153 acrer dwelvo miles
wesl of Richmond, 600,

John JL Guy o Junlus W, Drooks
foct o the sauth glde of Heldan I-xl.lml
Woandyille, $40,

Prank and Luey ¥V, B Kranger o Ifu'l['. |
W lgand, 515 neres an Mountadn Road

1, mpla to Mrs, N, I'r
ﬂ"!‘il\ml"\. Si‘l.u

res |

29 neres on Cens
tral

Reunion of Old Fifteenth.

Tho survivors of the old Fifteenth Vie-

ginlg: regiment (Colonel Thomns P Au-
pusty will meet ot Murphy's Tiotel to-
merrow ol 8 oMo o declde whon ot

nnnlyversnry eelobiration of thely (departirs

from  Richmand  (May 24 15300 will be |
hulih, i
The resbment in pare wis compoand |
A, Compiiny K, tha v
the Youug Guavds, Baanet
af e elty, and the  Asidand
Hoenyieo  Giunrds pud Hapover
(8} A Abwout twe hundesd and fifty
BUMIVOrs ure Jef |
The flrst’ ann wry wils hiold ol
Willlimshurg n thit nexl ol West
I'--'::r_‘_li:: 10 the ahird ot Woesthnmpton
10¢%)

Furrett's Manllla Extract
Liged end highly endorsed by sl leadlnu
Liotels, —""Ady,

ja  fubnlahad  the;|

| Puld fop cotam

for Infants and chlldran.

oss aibstitute for’ Castor Oll, Pares
mpnl:lﬂrt'll chnt Im'}\ Syrups 1t 18 Pleidivit, 16
weither Oplim, Morphlilito’ not other Narcotio

wstar & AVorms and allinys Fovoridhiness,

' ﬂlil‘l.‘: %h{x?rﬂ::f:tulg:\d Wind Colies 1t velloves Toitli=
:-1"8 Moubles and oired Constipation, 1616 ilaten tho
Hoand Bowels, giving healthy find no el !_lnep.

!l‘lm t.%‘lall.ldrt,n’a Panncea—Tlo Mother’s Frietid:

Th__ Kind You Have Always Boﬁght

Bears tho Slgnaturn of

our friends It I necessary to know  their
‘needs. It you will glve us a lst wo will
:ﬁn:ku the price lo get the business, Our
‘ record for prompt shipment cun't be beat
':I‘ry us with your next ordnr‘ g

BBI.DWIH & BROWN,

! OPPOSITE OLD MARKET.

Rardware, Roofing, Nalls,
Pouliry Netting,
Fencing; &c.

IDING DECEMDBER 81, 1003, OF T

hNUATA ST g ID’\'P I"OR T H.
T{IONNA\D AFPFAIRE OF THB UNITED STATES lllltr.xti’}ldl?jl? ]}{i}) W el
(430} MPANY OF QUIEU\'IO ANADA, OIS !
OF B N O O AT LuDITOL 01 PUBLLG bt oF
THE COMMONWRBALTH UI‘ VIRGINTA, I‘f l’Un‘iI‘A\TL!I TOTHE LAWS OF VIRGINLAL
Progjdent-—HONL \GEOIGE A, X.
Vice-Progtdent, ‘300 J, KENNY.
Secretnry—0.0 0/ FOSTER.
Principal’ Offiee—22 WELLINGTON. |STREET,
Genernl Agent In '."Jr;:]ulu—--.l’u.rlUB ATRAUS.
Itesldonce~—HICHM i
Oreanlzad !l or Illcnrnnrﬂtt‘ﬂ—:\l]’(‘lbﬁ"].‘ lBISl.
Catnmenced nuninws—ALuUSl

EAST, TOHONTO, CANADA,

ABBETS,
 Lonns en mnrtgngca {rdnly recorded and being e drat llens an lhn feo slnple) upon.
which' pot more thou one ' yene's Interist’ ja0 due. e A s ey d v e 520,000°00

BONDB AND ETDGKS OWNED ABBOLUTELY BY THE COMPARY.
Tatu] Total Mar-
e Valun, kot Value.

Uniten Stotes reglaterad  Lond Lol F 100000 (0§ 106,600 O
Dotlwlon'0f Conidl stoek S, a0 00 0d K
AGrorgln Binte bonds., o 10,40 (4 10,270 00
Clty of ;| Colnmbus, - Oblo, | b 0,000 04 G1LTG60 00
Ulky or "Taledo, " Ohio, hoids B0, 000 (0 £2,1460 W0
Clty of Riehmond; Ve, bondsl . 41,001 00

Clty of I'ortlnud, Ore, bonds; w0 D0

Cltr of New Yorlk, ecocporito stock 141,00

ey af Los: Angeled, Cal,, sebuol bon 110, 10

thy of Laoodon.  Ont., . debentures. i, EUALEL

City of Mantrenl,  Que)  daboninre

Oty of  Kingstou, Ont., debentures 18, (A}

Clty Winnlpeg, Mo, debentures. . oo 40,000 4
Town ol Cobourg, dekentures. . . rarees L, (W)

Toawn of =¥ rville, debentures o,

Couty of Slmcoee, debentures. .. 16,172

Provifies: of “Minltobn, | debontures,

Waeli=sler,  N.OAL IEnilway Co.. hong ey ) L
Chlcago, Milwaiikee aur] ‘il. Pail Hn!lwu\ bundm e &, K0
;Baltlmoroe and  Ohio /H, Coyy bonds i Tk 0
Capndinn Nortliern I.{Jlil\\n\ ol honds, e 155,00
Kibgston Vel CPombiroke s Hallway: honds, 2. D}, (00
Maoitebn - and . Soutli Enstern: Rallway Co., bondsi .. 7,802
Ht. Toutls Iron Adountaln and Southern Il\\y Lu. THrnds 150,000
Conndian Tapk! of " Commyres gtock Ain 10
Dominion Suvinge amd Investnent G 16,000 0
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Bllls recelvable, not maly

Apgregate amount of all a:sots of U:e company, Etated ot thele actual volue..,, §2,457.188 $0

r, mariue and: lnlurd r!ukn........

i
LIADILITIES,
Groes claimy for ndjusted and wnpeld losses dife and to hecoms due. ... S27,601 &7
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State Agents for Virginia, West Virginia and North Carolina,
; and Liability Department of South Carolina.
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PURSUANT TO TIN LAWSH OF
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